
THE ASSASSINATION OF PRcSIDj^Tf. JOHN F. KENNEDY 
v ' * ON NOVaCHEd 22,^1963, AT DALLAS, TEXAS 

Stat<fcent of Special Agent Paul E. Landis, Jr.', United States Secret 
Service, concerning his activities and official duties on November 22, 1963. 

On November 22, 1963, I arrived at Love .Field Airport, Dallas,. Texas, 
at 11:35 a. a*, having traveled from Ft. Worth, Texas,- to Dallas, Texas, on , 

board U. S. Air Force Flight #6970. Upon ay arrival I disembarked froa the 
aircraft and immediately walked to where the motorcade vehicles were parked. 
Special Agent Saa Kinney was the first person that I recognized, and I remember 
speaking to him and standing by the Follow-up car and jokingly asking hi » if he 
could tell me where the Follow-up car was. 



After speaking to Sam, I walked over to Special Agent Win. Lawson just 
to double check to see if I was still assigned to working the Follow— op car as. 
had previously been arranged. He was standing by the front right fender of the car 
in which the President would be riding, and he told me that I was still to ride 
in the Follow-up car. _ 

Only a very few moments later the Presidents Aircraft was pulling up 
to its mooring spot and I moved up to where I would be near the President and 
First Lady when they disembarked from the aircraft. 



There appeared to be a very large crowd at the airport and most of the 
people were restrained behind a chain-link fence which was about four or five 
feet high- On the opposite side of the fence from the crowd there was a very 
narrow sidewalk and curbing which ran along the fence-line. 



There were several people on the same side of the fence as the 
President but most of them were photographers. 



As soon as the President and First Lady disembarked from the Aircraft, 
lire. Kennedy was presented a bouquet of roses. The President was also presented 
what appeared to be two hand-drawn charcoal portraits of himself and Mrs . Kennedy 
in a black leather and glass folding frame. I believe that this was given to 
him by a lady wearing a. red coat. 



Just after the President received the black leather frame I held out 
wy hand and he handed it to me. I had been standing just off to Mrs. Kennedy's 
left, slightly in front of her. She was on the left side of the President. 



At this time the President and First lady started walking towards" the ; 
crowd which was restrained behind the fence. On the way, they did stop for a few 
seconds to talk to. an elderly lady in a wheel chair who was. bn the field area - 
about thirty feet from where the above presentations were made. ' 
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f They then walked over to the crowd and walked along the fence from" — 

their right to their left. At first I was in front of the President, clearing m . 
pathway through the photographers and observing the crowd reaching over the fence; 
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I- noticed that Mrs. Kennedy was moving along slower and becoming separated 
from the President so I asked another agent, X don* t recall who, to' more up 
where I was and I dropped ba ck to assist Special Agent Clinton Hill who was next 
to Mrs . .Kennedy. I continued to keep a pathway clear for Mrs. Kennedy, removing 
s m al l hand • signs that had be en dropped in her pathway on the sidewalk and 
occasionally cautioning to watch out fow the curbing. At one point, where the 
direction of the fence made a right angle turn to the left of the way we: .were 
moving, I do remember reaching up and holding a fairly large flag away that 
someone was waving over the fence. Only a few f6et further and the fence and 
sidewalk made another 90 degree turn in the direction in riiich we were originally 
moving. 



'At this point we stopped momentarily and started in the direction of 
the cars which were slightly behind us and had been moving along towards us . 

Mrs. Kennedy asked where the President was and SA Hill noticed hi m continuing 
along the fence shaking hands with the crowd; so Mrs. Kennedy returned to the 
fence and did the same. 

Only a short distance later the President and First Lady stopped shaking 
hands and entered their automobile. I stood by the right rear side until the car 
started moving and then hopped on the right rear portion of the right running 
board of the Follow-up car. I was standing with _my right legion the running 
board and my left leg up over and inside the Follow-up car. I stayed in this 
position until we were leaving the Airport area and remarked that, "I might as 
well get all the way in, " and I did so. I glanced at my watch but I don*t 
recall the time. 

Special Agents Glen Bennett and George Hickey were seated to my left 
respectively in the rear of the Follow— up car. Mr. David Powers was seated 
directly in front of me in the center portion of the Follow-up car and Mr. Kenneti 
0* Donnell was seated on Mr. Power* s left. Special Agent Sam Kinney was driving 
and ATSAIC Heberts' was seated in the right front seat. Special Agents John Heady j 
Clinton Hill, and Tim McIntyre were standing on the right front, left front,* and 
left rear portions of the running board, respectively. 

The motorcade had not proceeded far when ATSaIC tioberts asked me to get 
back on the outside r unnin g board, “Just in case," which X immediately did. The 
crowd was about two -deep along each side of the road and I would guess that we 
were -traveling about twenty miles per hour. 

As the antorcade proceeded towards the main business section of ddwntowi 
payiflu I watched the crowd for anyone trying to run t awards A tbe President* s car 
or any person who might be holding anything harmful in his hands. I observed 
the rooftops and windows of the buildings along the route. On the ou tskir ts of 
town most of the buildings were of a one or two story type structure and very 
few people were on the rooftops. The crowd was three or more deep along the 
street as we proceeded towards do mite wn Dallas with most intersec t i on s more 
heavily crowded. The outskirts seemed to consist. mostly of used car lots,. Junk 
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dealers, auto parts stores, and this typical type of neighborhood. At one inter- 
section there were some Cuban Pickets but I don't recall exactly what their signs 
said except ttfht they did have "Cuba” on them. 



A little further towards town some people had a sign a_siH ng the 
President to please stop and shake hands x which he saw as he passed and stopped. . 
I immediately ran up to his car as it stopped and assumed a position next .to him* 
and observed the crowd as it merged on the car, especially watching the hands . - 
Most of the people were children but I do remember one of the adult ladies who was 
holding the sign, remarking, M It worked, our sign workedl" 



At various places along the route I remember Mr. Dave Powers standing 
up and taking movies of the President's car and the crowd. 



The closer we came to downtown Dallas the larger the crowds became.' At 
several places they were forcing their way into the street and there was just 
barely enough room for the cars to get through. There were two motorcycle escorts 
on each side of the President's and the Follow-up car and in several instances 
the crowd was so close that the motorcycles could not get through and had to drop 
completely behind the Follow-up car. During these instances SA Clint Hill would 
run up and jump on the left rear bumper of the President's car and he would ride 
there until the crowd was further back away from the President's car. 



Just before we reached the heart of downtown Dallas, I remember noticing 
some new looking, very high, multi-storied skyscrapers and I remarked to Jack 
Ready that there were even people way up on the roof of one. I think the motor- 
cade ofide a right turn onto n Street,’ as that is the only street sign I saw 
and remembered. I remember thinking to myself that about every town I know of . 
has a Main Street. 
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* I'm not sure how far we traveled on Main Street, but I do know that 

this is where the crowd seemed heaviest. The buildi n gs were tall on both sides 
of the street but X didn't notice many people in the windows. X continued to- 
scan the crowds on the street and the buildings along the route. 1 glanced at 
the President* s car somewhere along Main Street and saw Clint Hill again st anding 
on the left rear bumper behind Mrs. Kennedy who was seated, to the President's 
left. Governor Connally was seated in front of the President and Mrs. Con n a. ll y 
was in front of Mrs . .Kennedy. 
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The crowd lined both sides of the street and in several places was " 
righ t out into the street leaving barely enough room to get through. 

Hot long after we turned onto Main Street there. wasTone boy who, I 
would say, was in his early teens who ran out from the crowd after the president's 
apri Follow— up cars passed and tried to overtake the President's .car. X saw 
M m g pwing anH tapped SA Ready on the shoulder and pointed towards him . He was 
carrying a camera. SA Ready jumped off the running board, overtook the boy and. 
poshed him back into the crowd. 



